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ALad Who Was Office Boy-

to and Learned a
Lot of His Hidden Secrets

CRFZ FRANCE offica boyto a wwwcdr
Jge seared the position by a funny aooijr

M t He and lost Iusv 8e
thst the doetor told him liot to go to school

for a week and while he was playing with a lot of
boy old Gormley the wizard came along and
ing that he didnt stout or yell like the rest
key stopped Jim as he ran put and asked

cant talkr
Tommy shook his head but of course did not

reply otherwise
Are you deaf aaked he wizawT o o

GOUTS not hp added
But Tommy just for a nodded lushead af-

firmatively and the surprised wizard said
But how de you know what I saying to you

if you ere vTommy who could hardly Keep from laughing
made signs that lie knew from motion of
mans mouth just what he WM saying and as Wi
rd Gormley had often heard of that curious

o of the deaf he immediately ooja
lit Tommy was one of that

ic dint oa to say N-

J aopsl a smart boy in ray office and y u trfll juj
v

suit me I will give you tree daHars a week

Tommy to oaxry the joke farther although he
had not tile slightest intention of accepting the
offer took eut a pencil and paper and wrote r

What do I have to do for the three dollars
Oh not much Run errands and open tile

for customers I am a lawyer you see wind I
very busy man
I will come and Ece you tomorrow sifter I
uncle Tommy wrote and then the ifianh

him a card with these words printed upon it T V-

AS3CODEUS X GROMLEY V l

PSYCHOJURIO COUN3ELLOE AND
PROTOPLASMIC ADVISER v fV

13 Cosmos Terrace Greta Street
jj

Temmy took the card and ran away for he could
not keep his face from betraying him but wKari3ie
readied home lie no longer felt mirthful fer there
he band tit the uacle with whom he lived had
just died The poor boy now left without a
friend in the world had lost his parents some
years before and had been laic only
iaiion w

What to do he knew not but after

two Iud lived told him that unless ho could pay
board he laust leave he remembered the old wags
offer and to him he went at office carrying a slate
however on which to write for he knew that unless
he W iht J jtioa r being deaf and dumb tie
could not secure or keep the position

Kow old Gormley merely pretended be a law-
yer order to avert the curiosity of Hs neighbors
and prevent questions being asked

Many a lawyer has pretended before this to be a
wizard but this was doubtless the first time a real
wizard made believe to be a lawyer and almost
everybody around Cosmos Terrace the uld
man really waves what he pretended to be but hun
dreds of people knew him for the greatest And most
adept of conjurors and magicians whose magic
spells were marvelous in their potency-

So many callers came every day that he really
needed a since the little dwarf who need to
open the door lead died and the idea of a deaf and
dumb Soy who wouldnt be forever listening at the
keyhole as the dwarf had done was very pleasant-
He smiled a warm welcome when Tommy appeared-
and wrote on his slate that he wanted the job

He showed Tommy his rooms told him he
dust the dried crocodiles bats lizards owls
snakes and toads that stood or hung all about the
dimlylighted rooms with their green eyes glaring
him keep the books all neatly arranged bring coal
for the grate nil the lamps make the beds wind
the clock and tend the door Wlien
asking for a lawyer he was to tell them that Mr
Gormley was far too busy to bother about any more
clients but when they asked to see the Protoplasmic
Adviser or even said he should they happen to ask
for the wizard admit them at one You will sleep
down bee on the sofa he added for many H ij

come to see we loiig after xnidmght in fact af TaIl

hour and you must sleep where you will feel them
knocking as yeu cant hear

And rememW he said last of all but most
important never tell anybody what you here in
this house or evil will befall you evil that will be
far wars than being deaf and dumb i

Tommy nodded as if nothing was farther from
his thoughts but inwardly he trembled at the idea
of being office boy to a wizard which it was very
plain was the old mans profession

However it wa a means of his making living
he thought and he made up his mind to remain as
deaf as an adder and as dumb ss an oyster which-
at present was not difficult for his voice was still
gone sat down a chair the door where he
could look out of a narrow sjcie window and see
who came on the stoop

At soon the wizard sent him a restaurant for
luncheon and Tommy saw that he would get enough
to eat and was happy He admired the old mans
taste too for be ordered two ham sandwiches five
cream puffs two napoleons and a pie for lunch
Tommy saw that life in that house would certainly
be worth living besides he realized that many won
derful things might happen there too as he was
aware that an office boy generally learns a great
deal about the business with which he is
he determined to pick up any stray bits of wizardly
knowledge that he might get hold of

Many a strange min and woman came to that
house and as all considered deaf and dumb

never hesitated to talk before him although all
turned their backs so that be could not see their
lips move as the wizard bade them which often
caused the boy to almost choke to death as he tried
to restrain his grins

Wonderful things he heard awful plots were
hatched there for the undoing of men and even
kingdoms for came to see Wizard Gonaley
even from Arabia Hungary Mesopotamia Thibet
Burma and Heligoland Pundits from the Punjaub
in India sears from Persia magi from Siam
adepts frem Atlantic City from Har-
lem Paterson and from cawe
to him ranks plenipotentiaries ambas-
sadors aixbuads rajahs rabbis legatees regents
pashas dons grand commanders downs a
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mirals effdnflia anacorporals all flocked to see the
myslorious man and they all bowed humbly before
Tommy seekingadmittance never made
him feel proud at all

office boys he had sense
The wizard lied a1 library of books whicb after a

tuna ho the boy to road ct least ho permitted
to select certain volumes but gradually he be

careless and Tommy managed to read
of his most books of magic containing
recipes for charms of the greatest
potency so the books said but nearly all that he
read seemed like theverieet humbug to Tommy

Pleas IggSi toads eyelashes snakes
whiskers elephants hairs bats claws snakes liz
ards blood bees tongues and
flies kneejoints seemed to him to be silly objects-
to use in summoning the demons of magic
seemed to be the most frequently used

studied all he gained a chance to read of
these books thinking it all might cone in handy

to practice on the cat sometimes when
his master was absent and I rust say some
dreadfulsounding spells which he her
almost into fits But nothingworse or

made some mistake or other in pronouncing the
words When think of ifr such r lf
opinaritopious or DillimazbpHoli wKic-
hwereSiilthese books might easily be mispronounced-
by anybody

The wizard had little boxes
Hindoo machinery that whizzed and buzzed

and these Tommy often triedto experiment
with but never succeeded in getting them to go
lie finally come to the conclusion that they held

or something that only Gormley could start off
of manycolored fluids were everywhere-

in the closets but Tommy although he often tried
never could induce the cat to take any of the con
tents of ttse The wizard often gave little phials-
of these fluids to his visitors and after a time
Tommy arrived at the conclusion that they were
poisons but he now hadbeen so long with the wiz
ard that he considered it none of his business whom
his master poisoned as long as he still bought cream
cakes pie doughnuts bolivars and ice cream for
every meal Much can be forgiven a kind master

One winter night after Tommy had been asleep
with the cat snuggled close to him for more than
two hours he heard a gentle knock upm the door
and opened to admit a woman whose face was
fearsome awfuL

Mr Gormley appeared at once and greeted his
visitor with great ceremony calling his dear
Mrs NiteskTteT and most wonderful wizardess-
as well as mighty enchantress and deep student-
of tha Occult whatever that means and Tommy-
saw at once that she must be somebody
portant indeed

f

She lookedliard at his master whispered

with few wits about Mm and then Tommy knew
that something was to be heard The two went into
Mr private consultingroom and Tommy
laid his ear to the at once

Mrs 2 toskiter who was a famous witch from a
furdistant country explained why she had called
at such an hour She said she in her a
beautiful girl the daughter o the Emporor of
Buchu had carried away by the chief cook
of tho palace a man who wished her to marry his
son and who hoped to thus compel the Emparors

but now magicians been
omployixl the Emperor to seek her the witch

she nt any moment be disco forod
and taken away thus depriving her of a large sum
of money every year

She all her arts to guard the
girl but he was in great fear of losing hj tinie
new aud unknown trick She
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witched M Gdrmloy to BS her up to ome
dodges

At present the girt jwas guardedt by nn old and
faithful dragon hideous qapugh and too but
his were gone and he cduldii spit
out enough fire to f M gas she said1

to have rio said Gorinlej One
with your wonderful control of 1

Bor two have defied rival
0h my dear Mr Gormley I am only a hundred

and forty nine cried
Yes a mere girl 1 replied the wizarJcL Indeed

seem much younger now let see what
be done 3Tou overcome

your trusty dragon h welt l ast time
IisF eeme3 ver fierce Nearly

arid that Ilpstthe
my coat eI w asjatrifl MQv in

getting out of your frontward
The witch smiled
He always was a is

getting rusty in his joints LHe guardsfhe girl vary
am afraid of tfae of these new animals

the fambillicus or the raamatagctha-
tI hear about now arid then tn the papers

imagination I dont believe in any of But

hands cried the witch excitedly I shall never
part with her f

You need not We il old

a fisher anything els

Bow is this to be dowel asked thee witch and
Tommy flattened himself to the in his eager-
ness to hear the reply

Here is the charm You begin saying
Just then Tommy bumped against the door and

both of them heard the slight noise He sprang away
as he heard the wizard rising and when Gormley
Opened the door Tommy was fast asleep apparently-
at the end of the hall so he shut the door and said

have been the cat for the boy is asleep
After that he was constantly on the lookout for

the recipe in his masters books but the nearest he
came to it was a sPell short and very silly in sound
that was guaranteed to undo any all magic
changes of the sort provided however that it was

in the light of a full moon When he
upon this is occurred to him that it would be a good
spell to learn by heart as after all it might come in
handy some time

course he was too young to think of delib
erately seeking out the Emperors daughter and res
cuing her for he knew that was a deed for a hero
but some time perhaps when he grew up he might
come upon such another poor girl and save her from-
a witch So he promptly wrote down the spell which

HORUM KORUM WEEZER
INER PD7ER DICKORA GAMM

C o D 0 IX

went about repeating this to himself until
a habit and times ai he muttered-

it almost audibly tho wizard shouted ut him and
asked him if he was trying to talk but fortunately
old was himself growing very and so
ho never overheard his office boy else there would
have been trouble then and there

One day a carriage stopped at the
door and a map attired in furs entered He was the
Prime Minister of the Emperor of Buchu and he
had come to ask for Wizard Gormleys help in find-
ing the lost Princess Gormlev was ton smiles and
Assured him that he certainly wo uld assist him in

possible but f i i would rake time
w was prcreTed-

iy now Hcarfi tji1 Jhc Prince
rfcn vas Elitim ColinsT Alberta Flora Adclina

Violet Angus It sounded to him l q one of
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aoroslios they give prizes for in the papers but
still it him some idea of what ari important
person a princess is He also wroto names
down oiv the same with his favorite spell
The Minister went having secured many fine

nomigee iEtsomGormlQyv none of which as Tommy
knew would be performed for he was really m
league with Witch Nitoskiter

air night the wizard suddenly
and as morning dawned cold andpale he told Tom
my that unless he could get some medicine from
Mrs 2Hteekiter before the next day he would be

said that he would go after it at
Blather he wrote to that effect on his slate and

after thinking awhile told him to get
xfjfcdyflt took Tommy five minutes and then

directions for the journey hur
It train four hours to reach

dwelt and he hastened at
he knew its tall ofWj jfo her house which by stoop

of this the wizard had told him He rang
the hall half expecting to see the dragon waiting
Oifc Jjt door but the witch opened it herself

Wrote out his message and waited in the hell
she went the medicine He peeped into

the parlor but saw no goldfish He liz
snort but beyond

smell he discovered no clue
a creature was kept

fitrwent awaywith the medicine filled with a deep
regret at not seeing the dragon but of course he
dared not ask the witch anything about it yet he
was overjoyed that at last he knew where the

daughter with the full list cf names wax
When he returned to his home found

old Gormley at his last gasp but he eagerly grabbed
the witchs medicine and gulped it down

It finished him in a twinkling for it was deadly
poison that she had sent him purposing to destroy
Mm because he shared her secret turned green
as grass in a minute and Tommy knew that he was
done for so he ran for a real doctor It was of no
use was stone dead

And Tommy was out of a job
Butafter a few days he discovered that the

had no at all and he to
continue the business himself Therefore he had
some cards printed as follows

TOMMY FRAME
Successor to Wizard Gormley

OGUIT PROPHET MYSTIO SEER
v TOLD A3TD SPELLS SOLD

dome Early and Avoid the Rush
IS Cosmos Terrace etf

And the same he put in all the papers as well
Somehow in spite of his enticing cards and

advertising Tommy did very little busi-
ness bacause aU the customers who came looked at

and then muttering Too
He soon realize that a wizard without

wrinkle and a long vhitebeard could do with
such pfojile nnd pretty soon he had used up

fhat Gormley had left in his desk so he felt
obliged to give up trying to wiz

After a day of starvation for he did not like to
run into debt at the cakeshop he decided to

old witch Niteskiter for a as office
boy private secretary or night watchman any of
vhioh suit him and he felt qualified for uli
of thin

Ase had spent all hismoney to walk to
Tiinbaltown where she Jiv d and He arrived there
footsore and hungry but confident

She looked at him in pretended surprise when ho
appeared at her door and wrote on his that

muter was dead and buried but she could not
avoid showing her relief After he had asked

a she reflected for a time and final

wiis going to Atlantic Cry where the people
ia witches and spftokg raid vhre mousy is plenty
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How He His Know-

ledge to Good Account and
Rescued a Beautiful Princess

fri employ Tommy fond iaf wa nefcill
nor was pie a fjefuent visitor to

33o iow re totted the of
s rOiave said Mrs KiteaJdter a

Stot B bVae every bit of it steps rails and aTj
was ordered to polish it and keep it

li it vas as green as
rived

It was not long before Tommy became acquainted
pth the mangy old dragon although he

the goldfish until he had obtained iwsfli
dragon house which was in the rear wi jf lye

neatly coiled up aU the role
It came about in this way The dragon had oosn

plained of beingawfully bothered by flees and dagonfleas as you may perhaps know are far biggest
and bite harder than ordinary Leas and ul
advised the use of insectpowder When the dcpgen
begged him to get some Tommy took aonMef l
own money and bought ten bottles Ho scattered Ae
yellow dust well over the dragon whe almost seamed
his head off in the cloud that was focaaad but it
killed flea in a twinkling

You be sure the dragon had none but the
kindest feeling for Tommy after that and he 1

lowed him to enter his house at any time so that be
soon saw the beautiful goldfish slowly swimming
about in a big bowl He never said anything about
the girl although he knew that at e took
her ov n for the dragon never aHowedhim to
enter after dark Of course he often thougktt of the
forum korum spell but as it tmolese eseapt

at he never dreamed of saying it t

One day the witch was home aniijHUBpane ltd
up one of Tommys business cards V

7 Why thats a neat card she cried fWho gflfg

UP r-
L did replied the boy forgetting himself for a

moment
Why you can talk she cried
Yes somehow my voitga cane to ma thus morn-

ing after eating raw onions replied
Thpra must be some magic in onions

Ill look into it But say you em to be pra4y
smart perhaps you can devise a scheme to make
business up a little I am behind
dreadfully lately

You ought to advertise said Tommy
picture in the papers and have people talk about
you V

I never picture taken she said theaght
fully

Pll tako it I have an idea Why not have a picture
of yourself standing by the dragon Yes and

still right in the dragons open mouth That
will make people talk papers Will be glad
to print it I am sure

Sotihat night the witch having hidden the Prin-
cess in the cellar they went out to the dragonhouse-
and she climbed up and stood in his open mouth
trying to look as pleasant as possible

Tommy arranged camera fixed the f00113 dew
aside the slide and then lighted the flashlight which
lay piled up in a tin plate on the table It went off
with a dazzling blinding sizz and so great so sud
den the flash that the frightened dragon gulped-
in terror and before he could catch his breath be
swallowed Mrs Niteskiter I

For a moment he choked and gasped trying hard
to cough her up again but the effort was useless
She was down for good and all I The dragon looked
guiltily at Thomas but the boy said

Its all right Poppikins 1 That was the dragons
name Shes gone and good riddance to her Docfc
try any more to get her up or you may injure c
aesophagus Ieep cool and try to digest her

How about that girl asked the dragon
denly Shes in the cellar

Call her up said Tommy and when the Princes
came up in fear and trembling she was to
see a handsome boy instead of the
Tommy told her what had happened and she wept
for joy

Now I can go home I 1 she said
The dragon looked at Tommy who at once id
Sure You go home just as soon as I oan manna

the spell work to change you into a girl all lie
timeAnd are a wizard too cried the jiraigiai

The best ever retprned Tommy and
est changer you ever saw I could turn an
old haywagon right now if I wanted toi

The dragon trembled so that his iron ral-
tle8 but ha could not speak Tommy led iiJria
cess into the house and told her she WM to s ha
mistress until he could manage to fix tbf but
they sat up talking until the sun rose and
she changed into a goldfish so suddenly get he
had to hurry to get her into the bowl before she
dieM Then he happened to look out of the window
and lo there was the full moon shining and
white in the western sky Instantly he said

i WEEZER WHAif J-

INT2R PINER DfCKORA GAMM J-

iI EE2TY PEENY TETCRY llfii
J

The bowl fell to the floor witii a thera
stood the Princess Editha lovelier than ever They
shook hands and just then the dragon tuck big-
head in saying

Gjpod morning Ive thought over your plan and
its all right We will start a circus

So what they did traveling at last all the
way to Buchu where Editha was restored to her
father who made Tommy a General and a Grand
Duke and they built a gorgeous gilded
house for the dragon as those creatures were once
worshiped in that land and are still miser

The dragon used to sit out on the steps of tho
house all the children used to withhim
fox he was very goodnatured and amiable

They climbed all over him and made a
slide of his smooth shining tail down the steps
crawled into his great mouth and even stuck their
fingers in his eyes without making him complain
for he dearly loved children Afterward when Tom-
my grew and married Editha he came to live
with and for all I know he may be with them
sill Tommy is now the Emperor of Buchu and all
o adore him because he drove out all
tneCi izards and witches from the land and taught

children that they were all humbugs and im-
postors WALT McDOUGALL
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